
A bit of Homework - take #2 

Hi all, 

I promised to de-mystify the process of transcribing music, so here's a (hopefully simple) step by step guide. 

 

Note : This covers installing the program (step 1) only 

 If you can download it before Christmas, then we'll be well set up for the new year. 

 

Firstly though, as an overview of the whole process, here's what we're looking to do .... 

1 You download the notation program that I showed you recently (Finale Notepad) 

2 You choose a piece of music to transcribe, from a list I'll provide 

3 I'll send you a starter file for your piece, set up with the right instruments, correct key signature etc., 

together with printable instrumental parts. 

4 You enter the music from the parts, into Notepad - playing back your music from time to time to check that 

it sounds right. 

5 I'll check over your work, then it's ready for us to use 

 (Note this last step can be iterative.  You can send me your work at any stage for me to check, give you 

advice, add things in that you find difficult etc.) 

 

Step 1 - Download and install Finale Notepad 2012 

The first step to achieving your transcription is to download Notepad and install it on your PC. 

Luckily, it's a pretty easy process, and you have my email if you get stuck ... ! 

The download is here (click on the underlined bit) --->> Finale Notepad 

Once the page has loaded, click on the Windows option (bottom left of the screen). 

 

http://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale-notepad/resources/


Next, set yourself up an account (it's free) 

 

 

Once you've entered in your details, you'll be offered the facility to download the program. 

 

 

Note : When given the option to Run, Save etc. - Choose "Save As" and save the install-file to a folder on your hard 

disk.  Once windows explorer has saved the file, it'll give you the option to run it. 

  

Choose Run, and follow the prompts on screen to install Finale Notepad on your PC. 

 

Running Finale Notepad 

As you run Finale Notepad for the first time, you may be asked to register the software and/or provide a serial 

number.  If this is the case, the data is usually readily available on screen or in an email.  In case of difficulty, send me 

an email and I'll help out where I can. 

Please test that the program loads ok.   

As the program starts up, it will offer you a start-up wizard.  You can give this a go in the spirit of exploration without 

endangering anything, but when I later send you a template file to load, you'll press [ESCAPE] to skip this step. 

Once you've confirmed the program will load, please send me a message so we can move to the next step. 

->  (mailto:jem.cotton@wm.im?subject=I've successfully loaded Finale Notepad !) 

Thanks a mill, Jem 

mailto:jem.cotton@wm.im?subject=I've%20successfully%20loaded%20Finale%20Notepad%20!

